BENGALURU

W. N <
businessline.
WEDNESDAY - APRIL 8 - 2026

ncews - bl -3

QUICKLY.

India, New Zealand may
sign FTA on April 24

New Delhi: India and New
Zealand are expected to signa
free trade agreement (FTA) on
April 24 here, which will
provide tariff-free access to
domestic exporters for their
goods in the island nation’s
market, and will bring in $20
billion of investment over the
next 15 years, an official said.
The two countries on
December 22 last year
announced the conclusion of
negotiations for the trade deal
which aims at doubling bilateral
trade to $5 billion in the next
five years. pri

TAFE opens JFarm
in Rajasthan
I

Chennai: Tractors and Farm
Equipment (TAFE) inaugurated
its adaptive research centre,
TAFE JFarm Rajasthan, at
Bhawani Mandi. “This facility
aims to empower farmers
with practical insights and
real-time demonstrations,
helping them improve
productivity and efficiency,” a
company statement said. The
centre will showcase the
latest advancements in
agronomy. our BUREAU

For the war-hit sectors, Centre plans
X2.5lakh crore credit guarantee scheme

LIQUIDITY SUPPORT. It is likely to provide a 90 per cent credit guarantee for loans, would be valid for four years

—
Shishir Sinha
New Delhi

The Union Cabinet is expec-
ted to soon take a call on the
credit guarantee scheme to
support various sectors af-
fected by the West Asia war.
The scheme, a version of
the Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS), is expected to
cover loans worth 2.5 lakh
crore and would be valid for
four years, a senior govern-
ment official told here. Fur-
ther, it is likely to provide a
90 per cent credit guarantee
for loans from the National
Credit Guarantee Trustee
Company. The fund will
cover the loss in the event of
the borrower’s default.
“Effort is to extend sup-
port across sectors, includ-
ing aviation, MSMEs and
even other businesses that
are currently facing liquidity
pressures,” the official said,
specifically highlighting the
aviation sector, which is fa-
cing disruptions in routes,
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PANDEMIC AID. The ECLGS was launched in May 2020 as a

special initiative to provide liquidity support to businesses
impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic lockdown

costs and operations. He also
highlighted the success of
the ECLGS.

ECLGS SCALE-UP

“It has been effective in sup-
porting businesses during
stress periods, but the cur-
rent situation requires a sig-
nificant scale-up. We are
looking at enhancing both
the scope and the overall
limit of the scheme so that a
larger set of sectors and en-
terprises can access guaran-
teed credit more easily,” he
said. ECLGS was launched in

May 2020 as a special initiat-
ive to provide liquidity sup-
port to businesses adversely
impacted by the Covid lock-
down.

The scheme covered all
loans sanctioned under
‘Guaranteed ~ Emergency
Credit Line’ up to March 31,
2023, or until guarantees for
an amount of I5 lakh crore
are issued, whichever is
earlier. Borrowers did not
need to provide any addi-
tional security or collateral
to avail of these loans. In-
terest rates were capped at

How fast breeder reactors can ensure

9.25 per cent for banks and
14 per cent for NBFCs. Also,
the scheme offered a one-
year moratorium on prin-
cipal repayment, though in-
terest was payable during
this period.

It provided 100 per cent
guarantee coverage to banks
and NBFCs on credit exten-
ded to business enterprises/
MSMEs, based on their loan
outstanding as on February
29, 2020, to meet their addi-
tional term loan/additional
working capital require-
ments.

Initially, it was mainly for
MSMEs, but later it was ex-
panded to include borrowers
from 26 stressed sectors
identified by the Kamath
Committee, as well as the
healthcare and hospitality
sectors.

LIQUIDITY SUPPORT

Out of the liquidity support
of 3.68 lakh crore to 1.19
crore businesses, the share
of MSMESs was 95 per cent in
terms of the number of guar-
antees and about 65 per cent

in terms of the amount of
guarantees issued. In terms
of the number of borrowers
supported, 88 per cent are
micro borrowers, 78 per cent
are MUDRA borrowers and
68 per cent are women bor-
rowers.

According to officials, out
of the total liquidity support,
NPAs reported are around
22,000 crore, or 6 per cent,
on loans guaranteed. The
scheme was mentioned in
the World Bank’s World De-
velopment Report 2022.

ECONOMIC RECOVERY

It was said that the true cost
of these guarantees to the
government will only be-
come clear in the long term.
Although India’s economic
recovery from the first waves
of the pandemic has been re-
markably robust, and the im-
mediate fiscal impact of
credit guarantee schemes is
low, credit guarantees always
carry the risk of becoming a
liability for the government
if an economic downturn
causes loan defaults torise.

Centre adds 2 conditions
for States to access tied

funds under SASCI

India is completely energy-secure

— il 7 inguraniumin the first stage,
M Ramesh T plutonium in the second and
Chennai /i thorium in the third, which

Other than coal, which emits
copious quantities of the
dreaded carbon dioxide, the
biggest energy source with
India is thorium. India has
about a million tonnes of it,
the most in the world.
Thorium is a potential
nuclear fuel, but it must first
be converted into
uranium-233, whose atomic
nuclei can be split, to pro-

duce energy.

Fast breeder reactors,
sometimes called fast neut-
ron  reactors,  convert

thorium into U-233 very effi-
ciently — because they are
filled with buzzing neutrons
that bombard thorium and
make it U-233.

That is the importance of
the 500-MW Prototype Fast
Breeder Reactor (PFBR),
which went critical on
Monday. In nuclear-speak,
going critical means that a
sustained chain reaction has
started inside the reactor
core, producing heat.

With the learnings from
the PFBR, India plans to
build two more fast breeder
reactors at the Kalpakkam
nuclear energy complex near
Chennai, and four more else-
where, perhaps even more
later.

While these could take a
couple of decades, they can
provide India long-term en-
ergy security, lasting several
centuries.

First, it must be under-
stood that the fuel for a
breeder reactor is
Plutonium-239  (Pu-239),

which is not available in
nature, but gets produced in
conventional uranium-based
nuclear reactors. Natural
uranium comes in two vari-
eties.

U-238, which is 99.3 per
cent of natural uranium, is
useless mud; the other vari-
ety, U-235, is the hero of nuc-
lear energy.

By increasing the concen-
tration of U-235 (called “en-
richment”), typically, to
about 3-4 per cent, and by
bombarding it with neut-
rons, heat energy is pro-
duced, which is converted
into electrical energy. During
this process, some of the
U-238 gets converted into
another man-made material
called Pu-239.

If you take a mixture of
Pu-239 and U-238 and put it
into a fast breeder reactor,
even the U-238 gets conver-
ted into more Pu-239. This
way, the reactor produces
more Pu-239 than it con-
sumes — hence it is called
‘breeder’.
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NUCLEAR POWER. The prototype fast breeder reactor of
500 MW at Kalpakkam

Now, a fast breeder re-
actor can do three things to-
gether. One, generate elec-
tricity; two, convert U-238
into Pu-239; and three, if
blanketed by thorium, con-
vert thorium into U-233.
There is a trade-off between
producing Pu-239 and U-233
— if you ask the reactor to
produce U-233 too, it will
produce less of Pu-239.

Experts such as Anil
Kakodkar, India’s pre-emin-
ent nuclear scientist and
former Chairman of the
Atomic Energy Commission,
advocate prioritising pro-
duction of Pu-239 over
U-233, so as to build enough
stocks of Pu-239.

Once you have enough
Pu-239, you can use it in re-
actors to generate electricity
and cook U-233.

NUCLEAR PROGRAMME

Thus, you have a sequential
three-stage nuclear pro-
gramme, as envisaged by
Homi Bhabha, the father of
India’s nuclear energy — us-

Misri to review ‘full spectrum’ of ties

with top US officials in Washi

Amiti Sen
New Delhi

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri will be on a three-day
visit to Washington this
week to engage senior US of-
ficials on trade, defence and
global developments amid
ongoing trade investiga-
tions, fluid tariffs and a volat-
ile security situation in West
Asia.

Misri’s visit, on April 8-10,
will provide an opportunity
to review the “full spectrum”
of India-US bilateral rela-
tions and advance ongoing
cooperation  across  key
areas, per a statement issued
by the Ministry of External
Affairs on Tuesday. “During
the visit, the Foreign Secret-
ary will hold discussions
with senior officials of the
US administration on a wide
range of issues, including
trade, defence, science and
technology, as well as re-
gional and global develop-
ments of mutual interest,” it
said. The visit takes on added
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Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri

significance as the Office of
the US Trade Representative
recentlyinitiated two sweep-
ing Section 301 investiga-
tions, both of which promin-
ently feature India on their
target lists. The first,
launched on March 11,
probes structural excess
manufacturing capacity
across 16 economies, al-
leging that State-backed
overproduction in sectors
such as solar, steel and tex-
tiles is distorting global mar-
kets. The second, initiated
on March 12, examines 60
major trading partners, in-
cluding India, over their al-
leged failure to effectively
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enforce prohibitions on
goods produced with forced
labour.

Misri may use the visit to
place before US officials In-
dia’s defence in both cases to
stop them from escalating
into new tariff regimes.

CRITICAL DEADLINE
With a critical deadline for
written comments set for
April 15, the Foreign Secret-
ary’s discussions are expec-
ted to serve as a vital diplo-
matic channel to address
these probes before they po-
tentially escalate into new
tariff regimes.

The statement also noted
that the discussions would
cover regional and global de-
velopments of mutual in-
terest, which is expected due
to the escalation in the ongo-
ing West Asia crisis.

Misri may also discuss a
possible extension of the
sanctions waiver for the stra-
tegic Chabahar port India is
helping develop in Iran. The
waiver is currently set to ex-
pire on April 26.

can last centuries.

PFBR attaining criticality
is a significant milestone in
India stepping into the
second stage. The third stage
— the thorium cycle — is
still decades away, but when
India gets into it, it would be
completely energy-secure.

OTHER WAYS

There are other ways of con-
verting thorium into U-233.
Fast breeder reactors do it
most efficiently, but you can
still put a ‘thorium blanket’
around a conventional
thermal reactor. India is a
leader in ‘pressurised heavy
water reactor’ (PHWR) tech-
nology, operating about 20 of
them. Ten more PHWRs, of
700 MW each, are under con-
struction. It is technically
possible to use these react-
ors to convert thorium into

U-233.
Then there is another
route, called ‘accelerator

driven subcritical system’,or
ADSS, under development
for over 25 years.The ADSS is
a machine that can generate
neutrons that can be used to
bombard thorium and make
U-233.

Thus, there are at least
three ways of making the
nuclear fuel U-233 from
thorium—in fast breeder re-
actors (the most efficient
way), conventional re-
actorsand ADSS.

Experts are of the view
that India must pursue all
three ways to quickly start
tapping into its abundant
thorium reserves.

GAILinks
long-term charter

party agreement
for LNG carrier

|
Our Bureau
New Delhi

State-run GAIL said on
Tuesday that it has entered
into a long-term charter
party agreement with Greek
shipping firm Alpha Gas for
the LNG carrier Energy Fi-
delity.

The charter party agree-
ment was executed between
GAIL and Pantheon Mari-
time Services, a Singapore
based affiliate of Alpha Gas.

The LNG carrier Energy
Fidelity, with a cargo capa-
city of 174,000 cubic metres,
is equipped with a state-of-
the-art two-stroke propul-
sion system, complemented
by advanced air lubrication
technology and shaft gener-
ators, collectively enhancing
fuel efficiency and signific-
antly reducing emissions.

The move is part of In-
dia’s efforts to establish a li-
quefied natural gas (LNG)
supply chain.

Govt doubles 5-kg
LPG cylinder supply
for migrant labourers

I
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

The Ministry of Petroleum &
Natural Gas has doubled the
daily supply of 5-kg free
trade LPG (FTL) cylinders to
States for supply to migrant
labourers. The order, re-
leased on Monday by the
Ministry, will not only help
increase the supply of the
critical cooking fuel to la-
bourers, but also help raise
daily sales to more than one
lakh units.

“It is conveyed that the
daily quantity of 5-kg FTL
cylinder in each State, avail-
able for disbursal to migrant
labourers, is being doubled
based on average daily sup-
ply to migrant labourers dur-
ing March 2-3, 2026, beyond
limit of 20 per cent men-
tioned in Para 2(a) of letter
of March 21. These 5-kg FTL
cylinders will be at disposal
of State governments/its
Food|/ Civil Supplies Depart-
ment for supplying only to
migrant labourers in their
State with the assistance of
OMCG:s,” the order said.

On March 21, the Centre
allowed additional allocation
of 20 per cent commercial
LPG to States on “priority
basis” for 5-kg FTL cylinders
for migrant labourers as well
as sectors such as restaur-
ants, dhabas, hotels, indus-
trial canteens, food pro-

In the last 25 days, around
79,909 tonnes of commercial
LPG have been sold, which is
equivalent to more than 42
lakh 19-kg cylinders. Since
March 23, roughly 6.6 lakh 5-
kg FTL cylinders have been
sold across States.

HIGHER ALLOCATION
Higher allocation helped
boost the supply of the crit-
ical cooking resource for mi-
grant labourers. For in-
stance, around 37,000 5-kg
FTL cylinders were sold on
March 25, rising to more
than 90,000 on April 4.

Officials said that even as
the LPG supply situation is
“concerning,” given that the
conflict in West Asia is far
from over and the Strait of
Hormuz (SoH) remains
closed, the Centre has as-
sured complete supply to
households, hospitals, edu-
cational institutions and mi-
grant workers.

On April 2, the States, in a
meeting with Oil Secretary
Neeraj Mittal, clarified that
there is no disruption in LPG
supply affecting migrants
and that supplies remain
stable.

Mittal suggested that
States focus on distribution
in consultation with the PSU
oil marketing companies
(OMCs).

PSU OMCs are also organ-
ising awareness campaigns
for migrant workers. For in-

cessing/dairy,  subsidised  stance, they have so far or-
ously told businessline: | canteensfoutlets run by ganised around 550 such
Shishir Sinha “Standardising and stream- | Stateorlocalbodiesforfood, camps in around 25 States
New Delhi lining these rules through | communitykitchens. and Union Territories.
SASCI will ensure the
The Centre has added two  smooth, nationwide expan-
new conditions for Statesto ~ sion of India’s telecom #HKOTHARI

access tied funds under the
Special Assistance to States
for Capital Investment
(SASCI) scheme: imple-
menting “Right of Way”
(RoW) rules for the telecom
sector and linking Farmer
IDs on AgriStack with fertil-
izer usage. Meanwhile, exist-
ing reforms related to the
mining and road sectors will
continue. The Budget for
FY27 allocated %2 lakh crore
to the scheme.

According to a senior gov-
ernment official, the Finance
Ministry has notified States
that X1.75 lakh crore is cur-
rently  available,  with
%25,000 crore held as a buf-
fer. Of the available funds,
1.05 lakh crore is “tied” to
the completion of specific re-
forms, while 370,000 crore
remains “untied” for general
capital expenditure.

Regarding the RoW re-
form, the official noted:
“While Right of Way rules
already exist, States must
now notify and implement
them to ensure their agen-
cies comply.” The RoW
framework provides a stand-
ardised mechanism to ex-
pedite approvals and facilit-
ate the deployment of
telecom infrastructure while
protecting public assets.

The rules balance the need
for infrastructure develop-
ment with public interest,
ensuring safety and fairness.
Expenditure Secretary Vum-
lunmang Vualnam previ-

network.”

The second new reform
involves linking Farmer IDs
on AgriStack with fertilizer
usage to improve farmer
databases and support sys-
tems.

DATA MAINTENANCE

The goal is to strengthen
data maintenance, ensuring
that support systems, such
as fertilizer subsidies, are
more targeted and effective.
AgriStack is a federated Di-
gital Public Infrastructure
where data ownership rests
with the States. It includes
three key registries main-
tained by State governments
or Union Territories: geo-
referenced village maps,
crop sown registry and the
farmers registry. Using this
platform will help eliminate
duplicate beneficiaries and
enhance subsidy monitoring.
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TATA
TATA POWER

(Corporate Contracts Department)
Sahar Receiving Station, Near Hotel Leela, Andheri (E), Mumbai 400 059, Maharashtra, India
(Board Line: 022-67173188) CIN: L28920MH1919PLC000567

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

The Tata Power Company Limited hereby invites Expression of
Interest from eligible parties for the following packages:
Implementation of Precautionary Measures for Median
Landscape — Mumbai Coastal Road (S) (Package Ref. No.:
CC27SR005)

For package: Eligible parties willing to participate may submit
their expression of interest along with the tender fee on or before
13" April 2026.

For details of pre-qualification requirements, purchasing of
tender document, bid security, tender documents etc., please
visit Tender section of our website (URL:
https://www.tatapower.com/tender/tenders-listing).

¥ IKELTRON
Kerala State Electronics
Development Corporation Ltd.

(A Government of Kerala Undertaking)
\lellayambalam, Trivan 3, www.Keltron.org
Noti ng Tender

Keltron invites Tender for the" Supply and Installation of
Water Leakage Rectification & Terrace Waterproofing at
Keltron Communication Complex Building, Monvila
Trivandrum" vide Ref. No.: KSEDC/KCC/CMN/0061/25-26
dated 02-04-2026 due on 23-04-2026.
For more details, Please visit keltron website:https://
keltron.org/index.php/tenders  sd- Head (Purchase), KCC

thehindubusinessline.
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OPPORTUNITIES
CHENNAI

TTK PRESTIGE LIMITED
Regd. Office: Plot No.38, SIPCOT Industrial Complex, Hosur - 635 126, Tamil Nadu.
Corporate Office: # 1/1&1/2, 'Nagarjuna Castle', Wood Street, Richmond Town, Bangalore-560025.
E-mail: investorhelp@ttkprestige.com Website: www.ttkprestige.com

CIN: L85110TZ1955PLC015049

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to SEBI Circular SEBI/HO/MIRSD/DOS3/CIR/P/2018/139 dated 6
th November 2018, a request has been received by the Company from Name(s) of Proposed Transferee(s)
SANDEEP KARWA, residing at F-202, BAHAR IN VASANT NAGARI SECTOR 3 CHS LTD,
VASANT NAGARI, VASAI EAST, 401208 to transfer the below mentioned securities held in the
name(s) of the securityholder(s) as detailed below, to his name. These securities were claimed to have
been purchased by him and could not be transferred in his favour.

NOTICE

Folio No. Name(s) of the Security Type and | No. of Securities Distinctive Nos.
Holder(s) face value From To
TTKO008783| RUPESH KANTILAL| Equity FV Re.1 1200 138525621 | 138526820
SARVAIYA

Date: 7" April, 2026

Any person who has a claim in respect of the abovementioned securities, should lodge such claim with the
Company at its Registered Office within 30 days from this date along with appropriate documentary
evidence thereof in support of such claim, else the Company will proceed to transfer the securities in
favour of SANDEEP KARWA (Names of the Proposed Transferee), without any further intimation.

For TTK Prestige Limited
Manjula KV
Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

TTK PRESTIGE LIMITED

Regd. Office: Plot No.38, SIPCOT Industrial Complex, Hosur - 635 126, Tamil Nadu.

CIN: L85110TZ1955PLC015049

NOTICE is hereby given that the following share certificate(s) has/have been reported as lost / misplaced and
the holder of the share certificate(s) has applied to the company for issue of duplicate share certificate(s).

NOTICE

SL.No.| Folio No. Share Distinctive No.(s) |No. of Name of the Shareholder
Certificate No.| From To Shares
1 |TTKO013961 34942 10647485 110647584 Fvll({)sol o ANAND SHANKAR RAO MANE

Date: 7" April, 2026

Please note that if the company does not receive any objection within 15 days from the publication of this
notice, the Company will proceed further in issuing duplicate share certificates to the respective holders.

For TTK Prestige Limited
Manjula KV
Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

NR ORAGADAM SIPCOT
Industrial / Warehouse Land
Asset-Backed Security | Customized Options
Land Investment from 1.5 Cr onwards

95000 80999

(> COSMIC

T PROPERTIES

REAL ESTATE

13 ACER No Clear Title land for
Sale in Hyderabad City Prime Loca-
tion, Please Contact Only Geninue
Buyers @ +916305821260

TENDERS

TENDER
HOMCO KERALA

Invites E-Tenders/Open Tenders
a,Biosafety Cabinet and Horizontal LAF
b, Fully Automatic Mother Tincture
Filling System & its line Machines
¢, Fully Automatic Bottle Washing &
Drying Machine
d, GLP Model Digital Polarimeter
e, Mechanical Measurement Instruments
f, 10 ml LDPE sterilized Bottles
g, Pallet trolley, Vacuum Cleaner,
Storage Box,
Water Jet Cleaner and Floor Cleaning
Machine
h, Pharma Grade Sucrose HPI/IP
I, Printed Aluminium Foil
For more details visit our website

www.homcokerala.com

www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

Project Engineer: 9497590284
Office: 0477-2258012
Sd/-
Managing Director,
The Kerala State Homoeopathic

Co-Operative Pharmacy Ltd.
Pathirappally, Alappuzha - 688521

To advertise visit
www.thehinduads.com
Toll Free: 1800 102 4161
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TTK PRESTIGE LIMITED
Regd. Office: Plot No.38, SIPCOT Industrial Complex, Hosur - 635 126, Tamil Nadu.
Corporate Office: # 1/1&1/2, 'Nagarjuna Castle', Wood Street, Richmond Town, Bangalore-560025.
E-mail: investorhelp@ttkprestige.com Website: www.ttkprestige.com

CIN: L85110TZ1955PLC015049

NOTICE

otice is hereby given that pursuant to SEBI Circular SEBI/HO/MIRSD/DOS3/CIR/P/2018/139 dated 6
h November 2018, a request has been received by the Company from Name(s) of Proposed Transferee(s)
ANDEEP KARWA, residing at F-202, BAHAR IN VASANT NAGARI SECTOR 3 CHS LTD,
’ASANT NAGARI, VASAI EAST, 401208 to transfer the below mentioned securities held in the
ame(s) of the securityholder(s) as detailed below, to his name. These securities were claimed to have

een purchased by him and could not be transferred in his favour.

Folio No. Name(s) of the
Holder(s)

Security Type and
face value

No. of Securities

Distinctive Nos.
From To

TTKO008783| RUPESH KANTILAL

SARVAIYA

Equity FV Re.1

1200

138525621 [ 138526820

Any person who has a claim in respect of the abovementioned securities, should lodge such claim with the
Company at its Registered Office within 30 days from this date along with appropriate documentary
evidence thereof in support of such claim, else the Company will proceed to transfer the securities in
favour of SANDEEP KARWA (Names of the Proposed Transferee), without any further intimation.

For TTK Prestige Limited

Date: 7" April, 2026

Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

Manjula KV

TTK PRESTIGE LIMITED
Regd. Office: Plot No.38, SIPCOT Industrial Complex, Hosur - 635 126, Tamil Nadu.

CIN: L85110TZ1955PLC015049

NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the following share certificate(s) has/have been reported as lost / misplaced and
the holder of the share certificate(s) has applied to the company for issue of duplicate share certificate(s).

SL.No.| Folio No. Share Distinctive No.(s) |No. of Name of the Shareholder
Certificate No.| From To Shares
1 |TTKO013961 34942 10647485 |10647584 Fvll({)solo ANAND SHANKAR RAO MANE

Date: 7" April, 2026

Please note that if the company does not receive any objection within 15 days from the publication of this
notice, the Company will proceed further in issuing duplicate share certificates to the respective holders.
For TTK Prestige Limited

Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

Manjula KV



Divya Joshi
Rectangle
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